    Texas Visitor Shares Her “Pelican Experience”
                 From The Coastline News, Laguna Beach, CA

[image: image1.jpg]Mary Lou Coughiin and her husband came to Laguna Beach from

Plano, Texas over Fall Break, retuming home last Saturday. “We
really were enthralled with Laguda Beach" she told us Monday
from Texas. She added, "We'd planned 1o go into LA and San
Diego but ended up staying Saturday to Saturday right there in
Laguna” She told us that they enjoyed many of the "eateries” and
0 many nice people in the stores and shops. We were able to tour
the Laguna Art Museurn and managed to see Julie Harris at the
Laguna Playhouse.” Despite that, her most memorable moments
were on the beach and one day in particular.

She wrote of her experience for us. The pelicans heid my interest
from the minute we arrived in Laguna Beach. Each day | observed
thern, on their diily flights up and ciown the coast.

QOre day as J was enjoying the beach from my quiet cove, near a lige rock, |
saw @ pelcan fand near the boarcwalk just & few feet from

where beachgoers waiked ] ¢oulcin't resist such a photograph
opportunity! Ater a first shot and no movement by the pefican, |
dared to inch closer to him for & better shot. A young man, Gienn
Neely, joined me and remarked that he had never seen a pefcan
come so close to hurmans before and he was & native Lagunan. A
crowd gathered and someone noticed a fishing line hanging from his
wirg. Glenn called the police.

Shortly thereafter, Animal Services cfficer Keith Hail amived and
he, Glenn and Lifequard Kevin Snow removed the tivee-pronged
hook from the pelican's wing. The peiican regally (and I'm sure
thaniduly) fooked ail around, took & couple of steps forward, ifted
his wings, and flew away free of entanglements.

Coughiin is a directoriteacher of the Child Development Learring
Center a Plano East Senior High School in suburban Dalas. She has
high school students whor she teaches how to work with 3-4-5 year=
olds that attend the leaming center. “We just fellin love with Laguna
and this was nct our lasttrip.” she said with what was obviously a
smile on her face that the phone line could not hide and proving that
the Coughlins did not get a parking ticket while in town! ~ Stif Saffer
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Glenn Neely (1) does some "beakwork" for Animal Ser-
vices officer Keith Hall while the latter removes a three-
pronged fish hook from the wing of the grounded pelican.
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